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Join us for a Join us for a   
Holiday CelebrationHoliday Celebration  

Tuesday, December 15, 7:00 pm 
A blazing fire, hot cider, the aroma of evergreens 
and the fellowship of other friends of nature. This 
family friendly event features activities for everyone, including wreath 
making from freshly cut greens, games for kids, popcorn stringing, and 
the ever popular pod and cone weird animal ornaments. Refreshments 
will be available.  Please bring a dessert to share. 

 
Take the 

(Popsicle) 
Plunge ! 

March 6, 
2010 
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Winter Speaker Series 
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January 19, 7:00 p.m. 
Dan Coates, “Prehistoric Hard Use of Soft Tools”  

February 16, 7:00 p.m.   
Mike Eversmier, “Life in the Chesapeake Bay and It’ s Struggle to Survive”  

March 16, 7:00 p.m. 
Dr. Rommel Miranda, “Heroes and Villains of the Anc ient Skies” 
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She might be nursing a sick turtle, helping third-
graders measure a tree or planning field trips.  Meet 
Winny Tan, full-time naturalist at Marshy Point, where 
she joined the staff in September 2009.  Her duties at 
Marshy Point are many and varied, including oversee-
ing the part-time staff, caring for the resident critters, 
working with “Marsh Rangers” – the teen volunteers, 
and leading any of the twelve different field trips that 
Marshy Point offers to students from all over Baltimore 
County, from “Habitat Explorers” to “The Great 
Marsh”.  She especially loves being out on the water 
and is a certified canoe instructor.   
 
Winny grew up in Baltimore County, though not near 
the bay; her only memories of the Marshy Point 
neighborhood are of watching movies at Bengies Drive
-In (without the sound) from outside her family’s 

nearby restaurant.  She studied 
environmental science and policy 
in college and worked at several 
other parks and nature centers in 
Baltimore County before coming 
to Marshy Point.  In her other 
life, she is a wife, and mother of 
two young daughters.  She sees 
her work as environmental edu-
cation, helping people to under-
stand the wildlife in their own 
communities and inspiring them to support conserva-
tion efforts.  So if you meet a cheerful young woman in 
a khaki park ranger’s uniform, with a Marshy Point in-
signia on one sleeve and a Baltimore County insignia 
on the other, stop and say hello to Winny Tan. 
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    Marshy Point’s Newsletter for Kids! 

Winter Fun 

Color the White-tailed Deer 

February Twilight 
by Sara Teasdale 

I stood beside a hill 
Smooth with new-laid snow, 
A single star looked out 
From the cold evening glow. 

There was no other creature 
That saw what I could see -- 
I stood and watched the evening star 
As long as it watched me. 

Salt Crystal Snowflake 
Create your own sparkly snowflake! 

 
Materials: 

· Hot water (preferably boiled beforehand) 
· A cup or mug 
· Salt (we used table salt) 
· Thick black paper (It should be heavy paper or card-

stock) 
· Paintbrush 

Instructions: 
· Boil water and pour it into a cup that can withstand 

hot water. 
· Add a couple of teaspoons of salt and stir with the 

paintbrush until it dissolves. 
· Continue to add salt a teaspoon at a time until it no 

longer dissolves and there are salt crystals at the bot-
tom of the cup even after stirring for a while. 

· * Paint your snowflake. Tip:  Every time you go to 
dip your brush in the salt water be sure you to stir the 
solution so that your salt crystals don’t all sink to the 
bottom of the cup. 

· Leave your art to dry overnight 

Reindeer Cookies 
Ingredients: 
¨   Sugar cookies cut in 

heart shapes 
¨   Chocolate icing 
¨   Chocolate chips or 

brown mini m&ms 
¨   Red M & M Candies 
¨   Small Pretzel Twists 
Directions: 
 1.  Prepare heart shaped sugar 
cookies. 
 2.  Cover with chocolate ic-
ing. 
 3.  Break pretzel twists to look 
like antlers. 
 4.  Put red candy as a nose 
and 2 chocolate chips as eyes. 

White-tailed Deer Facts 
- Odocoileus virginianus 

The white-tailed deer can be found 
in southern Canada and most of the 
United States, except for the South-
west, Alaska and Hawaii. 

A deer's home range is usually less 
the a square mile. Deer collect in 
family groups of a mother and her 
fawns. When a doe has no fawns, 
she is usually solitary. Male bucks 
may live in groups consisting of three or four individuals, 
except in mating  season, when they are solitary. 

White-tailed deer mate in November in the northern parts 
of their range and in January or February in the southern 
parts of their range. The female has one to three fawns af-
ter about six months after mating. Fawns are reddish-
brown at birth with white spots that help camouflage them. 
They can walk at birth and forage for food a couple of 
days later. They are weaned at about six weeks. 

The mother leaves her fawns well-hidden for hours at a 
time while she feeds. If she has more than one fawn, she 
hides them in separate places. While they are waiting for 
their mother to return, the fawns lay on the ground with 
their heads and necks stretched out flat on the ground. This 
makes it harder for predators to find them. Female fawns 
may stay with their mother for two years, males usually 
leave after a year. 
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Bonnie’s Book Corner 
Bonnie Brown 

 
In preparation for this year’s Popsicle 
Plunge, artists of all ages are encouraged 
to submit designs by January 4, 2010. 
Last year’s logo (above) was designed by 

Bonnie Garner. A High-quality .JPG file is preferred, but 
paper and crayons work just as well, paper entries must be 
no smaller than 12x12” , All entries will be exhibited at the 
event.  Winning entry will receive a free sweatshirt and the 
warm, fuzzy feeling of seeing their artwork displayed 
throughout the media and on hundreds of happy plungers! 
Submit entries to president@marshypoint.org, or to the of-
fice staff (via mail or in person). One entry per artist please. 
GOOD LUCK! Contact MPNC for complete rules. 

Plunge Logo Contest! 

 

... beginning Oct. 23, 2009 it is illegal in Baltimore 
County for residents to dispose of most household elec-
tronics (CPUs, televisions, cell phones etc.) as trash? 
Baltimore County Government urges residents to recy-
cle or donate unwanted electronics. For info. visit the 
County’s website at www.baltimorecountymd.gov/
recycling or call 410 887-2000. 
 
… the Nature Center has a wish list? For children’s pro-
grams we need animal puppets & nature story books. 
For around the center, lightly used rubber boots & rain 
coats of all sizes, bath or beach towels & a few blenders 
would be useful. We are in need of large glass or ce-
ramic mixing bowls, metal utensils, a 3-legged/medium 
sized (approx. 3 gallon) cast iron caldron for maple sug-
aring, etc.  For next year’s Fall Fest, we need baby 
clothing for scarecrow (scare babies) making.  All dona-
tions are tax deductable! 
 
… MPNC is collecting aluminum cans? You can bring 
your rinsed cans to the Canoe shed doors. 

Marshy Point Newsletter Staff 
 

Editor:  Joan Grabowski 
Editor Emeritus:  Hugh Burgess 

Managing Editor: Ray Reiner       

Layout and Design:  Ginny Elliott 

The creatures at Marshy Point are settling 
down for a long winter's nap.  Time to 
hibernate with a good book and a cup 

of hot chocolate.  Don't let the kid selec-
tions fool you, Adult Creatures. They provide some 
quick information and great illustrations too. 
 
Suggestions:  Finding Birds in the Chesapeake Marsh, 
A Child's First Look by Zora Aiken 
           Tidewater Publishers, 2001 
                      ISBN:  0-87033-533-2 
 
           Sid and Sal's Famous Channel Marker 
Diner by Priscilla Cummings 
           Tidewater Publishers, 1991 
           ISBN:  0-87033-423-9 
 
           How to Tell a Turtle From A Tortoise, A 
Close Look at Nature's Most Confusing Terms 
                      by Philip B. Mortenson 
           Barnes and Noble Publishers, 2004 
                      ISBN:  13-978-0-7607-9002-1 
 
           The Last Waterman by Glenn Lawson 
           Crisfield Publishing Company, 1988 
           ISBN:  0-9620439-0-7 

Did you know....... that 

Have you considered joining the 16 Life Members of the 
Marshy Point Nature Center Council?  As the fiscal year 
ends, now is a financially advantageous time to do so in 
order to benefit from the tax deduction.  As you know, 
M.P.N.C.C. is a 501(c)3 tax exempt organization.�
  
Please visit our center and take note of the beautifully hand 
crafted 'Butterfly' Board displayed in the Lecture Hall which 
list our 16 life time members. We would love to post your 
name or business in recognition of your generous support.�
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 Disease? Bacteria? Virus? Fungus?  No, I’m 
not talking about the flu or H1N1, but about this past 
summer’s tomatoes, by far the most prized and widely 
grown vegetable in the nation.  Oh, we gardeners are 
used to fighting the usual; Anthracnose,  Blackheart, 
Blossom-end rot, Botrytis, Catfacing, Fusarium, Pow-
dery mildew, Verticillum, not to mention cracking, 
sunscald, and nematodes, but really, did we have to get 
hammered with Late blight? 
 According to reliable sources, Late blight has-
n’t been seen in Maryland  since 1994 but this year it 
was unintentionally introduced on tomato transplants 
from out of country and sold at several retail stores.  
Unlike pests, (caterpillars, slugs, beetles) which once 
identified, can be dealt with appropriately by handpick-
ing, a disease can do serious damage by the time its 
detected.  How serious is Late Blight?  Think Irish po-
tato famine.  The same fungus-like pathogen affects 
both vegetables due to close Solanaceae family ties. Of 
course, a wet, cold spring didn’t help matters. 
 Late blight spreads rapidly  and spores can 
travel  long distances.  This can have a devastating eco-

nomic impact on commercial growers as well as home 
gardeners, and its important that all gardeners become 
familiar with this disease.  So everyone is asking what 
precautions to take to make sure Late blight doesn’t 
winter over. Here’s the good news - if your tomatoes 
were infected,  the disease will not survive the winter, 
not in the soil, or on cages or stakes. Here’s the bad 
news - if you have grown potatoes also, and you sus-
pect Late blight, clean up any remaining tubers to 
avoid re-infection, and do not compost these plants!   
 Why not be on the safe side and try growing 
your tomatoes from seed next year.  Its easy and fun 
especially if your share the experience with children or 
grandchildren. You can also get a good variety  and not 
have to depend on what the stores have available.  If 
you do purchase transplants, buy them from a reputable 
nursery and be sure to look for ones that are the most 
disease resistant.  So if your tomatoes didn’t come up 
to your expectations this year, just remember Scarlett 
O’Hara’s famous parting line,  ������� �		
� �������
� ���������� �		
� �������
� ���������� �		
� �������
� ���������� �		
� �������
� ���
����������������������������������������������������  
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Welcome to our Marsh Rangers! 

Two of our newest teen volunteers known as Marsh Rangers are Mathew 
Wisniewski and Daniel Mummert.  Both of these young men, live at Whis-
pering Woods community, just down the road from Marshy Point.  Mathew 
goes to Perry Hall High School and Daniel is in his last year at Middle River 
Middle School. 
 
When asked why they want to work here, they say “we love nature, and this 
is a fun place to work”. 
 
Well, we depend on the Marsh Rangers for feeding animals, keeping records 
as to their health and letting us know when we need to reorder animal food. 
Our veteran Marsh Ranger is non other than Clint Slocum. Clint has been a 

Ranger for a couple years now, and we use him as our trainer for new Rangers when they come online. Clint is 
methodical and is very good at working alone . He has helped us at numerous Spring and Fall Festivals and is our 
most dependable teens. When asked why he wanted to do this; “I just thought it might be interesting”. We’re glad 
he did. 
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Winter is upon us.  Where are our fishy and crabby 
friends at this time of year?  Some of them go on a 
small trip southward, some snuggle in for the winter 
and others seek a deeper location for their cold weather 
home. 
 
The blue crab senses when the days become shorter and 
the temperatures fall.  They seek water about 30 feet 
deep, where there is a muddy or sandy bottom.  The 
crab will force its abdomen down and back into the soft 
dirt, shoving it away with its claws, until it has covered 
itself, sitting at about a 45 degree angle.  Only its anten-
nae, eye stalk tips and breathing channels stick out of 
the mud.  There it will lie dormant from November un-
til about May. 
 
The bluegill is just one of many fish that move into 
deeper water for the winter months.  Here they often 
locate over shoreline points and ridges or near brush 
and aquatic vegetation in 15 to 20 feet of water. 
 
A trip to the southern Chesapeake Bay or slightly fur-
ther south is the rockfish’s answer to cold weather.  

When the weather warms, they will move back up the 
coast. 
 
Fish in streams and ponds may be covered by ice part 
of the winter.  The ice actually helps to hold in what 
heat there is in the bottom part of the water. 
 
Hundreds of species of fish inhabit the Chesapeake Bay 
and its Maryland tributaries.  If you would like to know 
more about them check out the Maryland Dept. of 
Natural Resources website.  There are color illustra-
t ions and detai led descript ions. http:/ /
www.dnr.state.md.us/fisheries/fishfacts/index.asp 
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Blue Gill 


