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April 20, 7:00 p.m.   
Charlie Stine, “The Secret Love Life of Amphibians”  

Tired of winter?  Eager for that first trip to the beach?  Why 
not get an early start and participate in Marshy Point Nature 
Center’s 4th Annual Popsicle Plunge on March 6.  Register by 
stopping by the Nature Center between 9am. - 5pm., or on the 
day of the event, between noon and 1:30pm. at the Hammer-
man Area of Gunpowder State Park.  The plunge will take 
place at 2pm., but there will be games and activities before then including contests for the kids such as popsicle 
eating and ice cube stacking.  Also, food and hot drinks will be available for sale.  Our MC will once again be 
Steve Rouse, so you know you’re in for a good time. You don’t have to plunge alone.  Bring your family, class-
mates, or co-workers.  The registration fee is $20 per person, and all money raised goes toward funding Marshy 
Point Nature Center’s many activities.  In addition, ask your family and friends to make pledges in support of 

(Continued, page 2) 

May 18, 7:00 p.m. 
Marilyn Mause, “Wild Acres - Creating Habitats on y our Property” 

Anna Stoll 
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www.marshypoint.org 
410-887-2817 

 

 Photo by Jennifer Husson 
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March 16, 7:00 p.m. 
Dr. Rommel Miranda, “Heroes and Villains of the Anc ient Skies” 
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your plunge.  Want to watch all those crazy people 
jumping into the cold water but would rather stay warm 
and dry?  Dare your boss, favorite teacher, best friend, 
or pesky brother or sister to take the plunge and make a 
pledge on their behalf.  Plungers and volunteers to en-
ter without paying. (the same as last year) spectators 
and others will be charged $3 per vehicle to enter the 
park. 
 In addition to helping Marshy Point Nature 
Center with their biggest fund raiser of the year plung-
ers who register early will receive a long-sleeved tee 
shirt.  Also, individuals and teams can win prizes for 

the most money raised and best costumes.  Plungers 
can wear fun costumes, swim wear, or go in the water 
fully dressed.  The only requirement is that all plungers 
must wear shoes.  Heated changing tents for males and 
females will be provided.   
 So come on down to Gunpowder State Park on 
March 6 and take the plunge.  It may be the coolest 
thing you’ve ever done. 
 In addition to money raised by our plungers we 
are grateful to our sponsors who help make this event 
possible. Thanks, we couldn’t do it without you. 

S couts are cooking hamburgers & hot dogs. 

P repare  for the tree hugging contest. 

R ace those turtles! 

I  nvestigate the bees and their hives. 

N ew trails to explore. 

G o and watch the woodcarvers. 

 

 

 F ind the birds of prey. 

 E njoy canoes and boat rides. 

 S tomp your feet to the music. 

 T ry archery and other Native American crafts. 

 I  nvite all your friends and family. 

 V arious environmental information booths. 

 A mphibians and reptiles await your investigation. 

 L  ots of fun for everyone. 

Carol Mason 

Plunge cont. from page 1 

Marsh Ranger Slocum 
�
������ ����	� 	
�	� ��
�	���
���	� ��		�
���� ��� 
��
������� ��
�	��� ����
���	�� ����	� 	
�� ����
�
������� ��������� ��	�
������	���	����	�

���
��
	���� 
��� � ���� 
���� 
�� 
��
�
	
� �������� 	
������
��������

 

Marshy Point will participate in the International Mi-
gratory Bird Day Celebration May 8, 2010 by holding a 
special Bird Walk at 9 a.m. Everyone is welcome! Bin-
oculars are available to borrow. Birds seen on the walk 
will be counted and added to the Maryland Ornithology 
Society IMBD/ May count database. What is  IMBD? 

 

The second Saturday in May is International Migratory 
Bird Day [IMBD]. This date is around the peak migra-

tion period for birds through our area.  IMBD is an in-
vitation to celebrate and support migratory bird conser-
vation. It exists to focus attention on the journey birds 
undertake between their winter and summer homes. 
IMBD was created to highlight the migration of nearly 
350 species of migratory birds between nesting habitats 
in North America and non-breeding grounds in South 
and Central America, Mexico and the Caribbean. The 
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Growing up in Baltimore I watched Naturalist like Marty 
Souffer and Jacques Coustea on MPT and remember want-
ing to get out of the city to explore every nook and cranny 
of our amazing planet. Eventually, I escaped the city, but 
returned imbued with a greater respect and curiosity for the 
natural world and a desire to share it with others. This in-
fluenced my major choice of Environmental Science, my 
leisure activities, hiking, canoeing, mountain biking, and 
scuba diving, and my decision to become Naturalist. 

(Continued, page 3) 

Brent Byers 
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If the newsletter committee’s timing is on track, 
as you read this, the major fund raiser for Marshy Point 
Nature Center is just days away.  I look forward to wel-
coming many of you to the shores of the Gunpowder 
River on March 6 for the 4th Annual Popsicle Plunge.  
Even if the run into the river is not for you, I encourage 
you to come out to cheer (and pledge) the many plung-
ers, and visit the exhibits and entertainment.  Steve 
Rouse will MC the event again this year and the Unity 
Reggae band will return.  A special thanks to Andrew 
and the staff of Gunpowder Falls State Park for sharing 
their beach with us, the Middle River Volunteer Fire 
Department Water Rescue Squad, and the Essex Police 
Departments for the safety and security personnel.  We 
couldn’t do this without you. 
 Also coming up on the calendar is our Spring 
Festival – April 17th – fun for all at the nature center.  
There will be nature exhibits, walks, games, canoe and 
workboat rides (small fee) – something for everyone to 

enjoy.  Come out and meet your nature center staff – 
everyone will be there. 
 May brings International Migratory Bird day.  
Please see the article by Brent Byers also in this edition 
of the Cattails and come out for a bird walk. 
 Mark June 15th on your calendars now and call 
to RSVP to the Members Fish Fry.  A good time with 
wonderful food and entertainment. 
 Lastly let me personally thank Kirk and the 
staff of the nature center, the Board of Directors, and 
committee members for all their efforts to make the 
above mentioned programs a reality.  It certainly 
makes my job easier with such dedicated people in-
volved.   
 
Happy Spring! 
Mary Gruver-Byers 
President Marshy Point Nature Center Council 
 

President’s Corner 

Quote from Bob Stanhope (former Director/Naturalist of 
Marshy Point NC: “During our first canoe race off the new 
dock, Mary and Brent took a mighty stroke and rolled the 
canoe over. They were the first to go in– as they have since 
the beginning. 

Brent! Mary! 

This year’s Shining Stars, Mary and Brent Byers. 
 From left, Sixth District Councilman, Joseph Bartenfelder, 
County Executive, Jim Smith, Mary, Brent, Baltimore Co. 
Dept. of Recreation & Parks, Director, Robert J. Barrett 

Marshy Point Newsletter Staff 
 

Editor:  Joan Grabowski        
    
Editor Emeritus:  Hugh Burgess 
 
Managing Editor:  Ray Reiner 
 
Layout and Design:  Ginny Elliott 
 

day serves as an opportunity to celebrate all species of 
birds. 
 
Birds are some of the most beautiful, observable and re-
markable wildlife that share our world. Many know birds 
as symbolic harbingers of  Spring. Birds are also an im-
portant economic resource controlling insect pests. Unfor-
tunately many migratory birds species are in decline, fac-
ing a growing number of threats on their migration routes 
and in both their summer and winter habitats.  
 
Join Marshy Point in looking for our summer bird resi-
dents and birds passing through on their way to their nest-
ing areas farther north.  If you can’t make the special Sat-
urday Bird walk you  can always join us for the  normal 
monthly Sunday  walk to be held the next day May 9.  For 
other information see birdday.org, fws.gov/birds/imbd, 
Mdbirds.org, or Baltimorebirdclub.org  

(IMBD Cont. from page 2) 

 

Baltimore Oriole 
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     As citizens all over the nation increasingly become 
discontent with modern day growing and shipping  prac-
tices of produce, many have turned to a more nutritious, 
tastier way of feeding their families - the home garden.  
This groundswell of interest has been fueled by media 
coverage of the White House kitchen garden and local 
government officials’ gardens.  The University of Mary-
land’s Home and Garden Information Center reports that 
in 2009 their consultants received a 50 percent increase 
in questions from those wanting to know how to start  
gardens in their own backyards, and the Maryland Mas-
ter Gardeners have responded to these wishes and needs. 
     Through a program entitled “Grow It, Eat It”, 512 
Master Gardeners took nine hours of additional training 
in the classroom and in the field enabling them to go out 
and teach over 5,000 Maryland residents how to grow 
their own food.  In spite of a wet, cold start to the grow-
ing season, successful feedback was gathered from those 
gardeners at the end of the year.  Now, encouraged by 
the past year’s success, we are again offering courses to 
get you started.   
       If an in-ground garden is not possible,  you can 
grow quite a few vegetables in containers placed on a 
sunny deck or patio; a pail of tomatoes, a potted pepper, 

a window box of lettuce and you’ve got yourself a salad!  
If your backyard is too shady, a whole new movement 
toward successful front-yard gardening is emerging.  
Exhausted from slaving over the boring lawn,  gardeners 
have boldly faced doubting neighbors and  planted vege-
table plots beside their front doors.  This action can be-
come contagious as neighbors start asking questions and 
planting gardens of their own, finally convinced that 
vegetables can be as beautiful as flowers.     
     But what about apartment and condominium dwellers 
who have hated to give up their passion for getting their 
hands in the soil?  The answer is “The Community Gar-
den” which we have too few of in Baltimore County.  I 
have requested through an eastside  master plan that the 
Baltimore County Recreation and Parks Department 
working in conjunction with the Master Gardener Asso-
ciation consider rectifying that situation, so that all may 
know the joy of gardening nature’s way.   
 “Grow It, Eat It” classes will be offered at Essex   
Library on Saturday, March 27th at 2:00 p.m. & Wednes-
day evening, March 30th at 6:30 p.m. (or call the library 
closest to you). 
   

*MPNC will offer a course on the first day of 
spring! Saturday, March 20th, beginning at 2:00 p.m. 

���������	
�������

���������  Deb Hyson 

�   �� ����� �
�!������� "��� 	
�� ���	�����#
	�
����$"�
���� 
�!�� ���� ���� ������ �
#�� 	�� ����	��� �������
�����
	��""�"�������

�
�   ���	
�������������
���������"����
%
���&�
����

��#�����	���
�
�   ������������"�������#���	��"�������
����
����

'���������
�
�  $"� ���� 
�!�� �� ������ ������ ��		��� ���	� 
���� ��	�

(�����
�����	)������������������"����������#
���
���������������
�������������

�
�  ���#
���"�����&�
����	��*+�"��	������		����
	
���

	��
������,���	�����
��������
������ �������	

��
���	�"����
���
"�����������	���������������
	��
(�������������������
��������)�������������

���� ���
�	
��� (� 	�#
��� ����"
��� �������� �-�
��
���	�	��$����.�
�	)����/���������	���	��
����	��
����
��
����
	���0

��
��������	

�����������	�#��
�""��"������	�%������	
����	�������	��������
��
��
��12*(�)3�	�%��%���	������
4�	
����

�
�  5���	
���� "��� 	�%
������ ���#�� �  �� �����	���

����
!��� �� 6���	� ����� ,����� ����
����� � �

�
�
������	���������	��������
�����	�������
�����
����	
�
����7����	�
��
	�	����������	�����8�������
������	� ���� ��� ����� ����
����� �
	
� �� 	�%� ���
���	
��������	
����	�������	
�	������

�
�  /%	��� ��	
� '� ����
� 	������ ���� ������� "��� ��
�

�������������	
�������
�����9�����!�������:��
�
�  $"�����
�!����������	������������
��������"������

����������
�����"�������"
�����#
��������������

 
�
��
�	�"���	
�����	���



 5 

During my first year at Marshy Point I’ve seen some 
accomplishments come to fruition that I thought 
should be shared with the membership.   

 
· When I arrived, we had but one park trail. It had only 

a few signs indicating what it was and where it was 
going to go to.  That was the White Tail Trail.  As of 
this writing, we now have this trail blazed (with 
white blazes) and have signs at either end of the trail 

 
· We added, thanks to two Eagle Scouts, the Weiskittel 

Trail and the Dundee Saltpeter Trail System.  The 
Weiskittel Trail is blazed in red and has signs which 
indicate where you’re going and where you have ar-
rived, at either end of the ¾ mile trail.  It ends at 
Harry’s Overlook, which allows visitors to gaze out 
over the tranquil waters of Saltpeter Creek.  The 
Dundee Saltpeter Trail System starts at the side en-
trance to the Nature Center and winds its way over 
1½ miles through the park’s interior. It winds its way 
past century-old Southern Red Oaks, American Holly 
thickets, fox dens, and vernal ponds, and then quietly 
enters Carol’s Glen, a green open space in the forest 
named for Harry Weiskittel’s wife. 

 
· For new visitors to the park, the Iron Point Trail not 

only has a sign indicating the name of the trail you 
are on, but also it is blazed in blue. 

 
· Previously our live animal specimens were few.  We 

have since added Debbie the mallard and  Blossom 
the possum, both of whom have educated and enter-
tained hundreds of our visiting school children as 
well as the visiting public.  We also have new snakes, 
skinks, toads, frogs and turtles that are valuable re-
sources for our educational programs. 

 
· Our pre-k nature drop-in program continues to reach 

new levels of fun and education. 
 
· We hired a new and highly skilled naturalist, who has 

already helped to organize our facility and has made 
a major impact in improving animal care and mainte-
nance. 

 
· We have nearly an entirely new part-time staff, who 

are energetic, enthusiastic, friendly and knowledge-
able. 

 
· We have added to our taxidermy specimen collection 

and have put the specimens on display on new shelv-

ing around the Center. At the moment they all have 
labels; some are slated for new interactive exhibits 
for the future. 

 
· Our first trail-guide training program in September of 

2009 was a success,  and our second is scheduled for 
March. 

 
· Our first outdoor educational exhibit was completed 

in September, and we are awaiting County mainte-
nance to install it on the pier leading out to the float-
ing dock. It will be our first to explain how and why 
marshes and their animal communities are intercon-
nected. 

 
· We have moved from having only one sign identify-

ing our location, (end of driveway) to having three 
new road signs in place.  One is located on Ebenezer 
Road, the other is located on Eastern at Earl’s Road, 
and the third is on Eastern Avenue at the exit to East-
ern Regional Park.   We are currently working with 
the State to get road signs on Eastern Avenue, com-
ing from Essex as well as others from White Marsh 
Boulevard. 

 
· Our old  wigwam was torn down, and with the help 

from students from Our Lady of Mount Carmel High 
School, we managed to rebuild it for our educational 
school programs. 

 
· Our program education brochures were expanded to 

include a wider range of choices for teachers and pri-
vate groups alike.  And the schedule was made more 
flexible to allow more access for more groups. 

 
· Modifications to the building are on going and are 

designed to allow the staff to more efficiently serve 
the public, gain access to the grounds, and provide 
for the buildings’ maintenance in general. These will 
include openings, handrails and steps off the side and 
front entrance of the building,  and new and deeper 
sinks in our classrooms with swiveling faucets that 
have hose connections.  

 
In the up-coming months the staff are excited and 
eager to move forward and continue to work towards 
our goal of making Marshy Point Nature Center a 
leader for environmental education and bay studies.  

 
Kirk Dreier, Director 
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� ��  IF WINTER COMES… 

In mid January, whatever else happens from here on out, it’s safe to say 
it’s been a classic winter at Marshy Point.  An early blizzard set the tone—
snow almost to two feet, then  temperatures dropping into the teens and single 
digits for days on end, black ice on the roadways, and Dundee Creek freezing 
over tight, beautiful in its variegated shades of blue, white, and gray but not 
inviting.  The surface is rough and mottled, with tides coming in and spilling 
over the edges, then freezing  (and freezing again), and hard packed snow gath-
ered in scratchy patches.  Not something you’d want to skate on, or even walk 
on.  But it is beautiful.  The air is crystal clear.  Hardly a bird in the sky.  The 
marshes are brown and quiet.  It’s a long way to…well, no: it’s not. 

Just think: in a little over a month, as the days lengthen, the male gold finches will molt from drab olive green 
to  flamboyant bright yellow.  Ospreys will arrive to establish  their nests, and the great horned owls will stake out 
old hawk nests or squirrel nests to nurture their brood of hungry little owlets.  Red-wing blackbirds  and robins will 
arrive in flocks to flitter through the trees and marshes, their eager calls signaling a new energy along the creek.  At 
dusk, the timber doodle (aka woodcock) welcomes the coming night with seductive nuptial pleas. 
 Foxes, which forage year round and do not hibernate, suddenly appear in the woods, found in pairs, creating 
dens for a litter of kits.  Also in the woods, in the vernal pools—there are several near the bridge—frogs and sala-
manders are busy at the seminal task of laying their eggs.  Some trees begin to  show—maples with their tinge of red, 
and the red-bud trees with the majesty of deeply rose magenta.  Then there’s the least celebrated of spring’s harbin-
gers—the skunk cabbage. Crush its leaves in your hand and you wish you hadn’t.  But this often scorned plant is do-
ing its job—adding its bit to make spring happen.  In the damp earth, it’s coming up green and pushing up its unique 
flower, a purply-green wand which slowly turns to egg-plant purple.  It also warms the ground around it through the 
emission of chemicals, thereby stimulating growth.  Come to think of it, Marshy Point will be a great place to explore 
in March!  

Hugh Burgess 

 


